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LUSTRICA ( PALUDINA) SAY, 1821 (GASTROPODA): PROPOSED 
SUPPRESSION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 730 

By H. Burrington Baker ( Havertown y Pennsylvania , TJ.S.A.) 

In this application the Commission is asked to use its plenary powers to 
suppress the specific name lustrica ( Paludina ) Say, 1821 (J. Acad. nat. Sci. 
Philad. 2 : 75)—a species which is still unidentifiable, although various attempts 
have been made to place it in four genera, viz., Lyogyrus Gill, 1863 ; Amnicola 
Bould & Haldeman, 1841 ; Pomatiopsis Tryon, 1862 ; and Marstonia Baker, 
1926. The junior secondary homonym Amnicola lustrica Pilsbry, 1890 
(Nautilus 4(5) : 53) is a well-known species, type of the genus Marstonia 
F. C. Baker, 1926 (Trans. Wisconsin Acad. Sci. Arts 22 : 195), which was 
published when Paludina lustrica Say was considered to belong to Pomatiopsis. 
Pilsbry 5 s name may have been replaced in the next year by Amnicola lacustris 
Pilsbry, 1891 (Nautilus 5 : iii of Index), a replacement name or a misspelling 
which never has been used, and which under the London Congress (1958) 
decision on secondary homonymy is unnecessary. 

2. Under the Rules the species Paludina lustrica Say, 1821, is the type- 
species by subsequent designation of the genus Amnicola Gould & Haldeman, 
July 1840 (in Haldeman, Mon. Limn. N. Amer. 1 : 3 and inside back cover). 
In discussing the genus Paludina Lamarck, Haldeman stated in a footnote 
“ . . . P. lustrica Say, which is the type of a new genus (Amnicola Gould and 
Hald.) suggested by Dr. Gould ”. With the exception of a mention by Isaac 
Lea, 1S44 (Trans, amer. Phil. Soc. 9(1) : 16), this brief footnote discussion 
of the genus was not noticed by most subsequent workers, who took Amnicola 
from Gould, 1841. 

3. Gould, 1841 (Rept. Invert. Mass. : 228-230) gave a detailed description 
of the genus Amnicola and a description and figure of Amnicola porata (Say, 
1821). He also included in the genus, by specific mention, Plaudina limosa Say, 
1817, and Paludina lustrica Say, 1821, although about the latter he wrote 
“ This I strongly suspect to be identical with Valvata pupoidea in an immature 
state ”. Valvata pupoidea Gould, 1840, he included in another genus so that 
Paludina lustrica must be regarded as being referred only doubtfully to the 
genus Amnicola by Gould in 1841. 

4. Subsequently Haldeman (1845, Mon. limn. N. Amer. (8)) accepted 
Amnicola from Gould, 1841, without mention of his own proposal of the genus 
in 1S40. In 1845 (: 10) Haldeman recorded Amnicola limosa (Say, 1817) and 
placed in the synonymy of this species “ A. lustrica.i Haldeman. In letters ” 
and A. porata Gould, 1841. On page 12 he included Paludina lustrica C. B. 
Adams in the synonymy of Amnicola pallida Haldeman, 1842, and on page 16 
listed Paludina lustrica Say as a separate species. He repeated Say’s description 
and referred in a footnote to a perfect specimen, named by Say, in the Academy 
of Natural Science, Philadelphia. Of this specimen he wrote “ It is closely 
allied to A. lapidaria [(Say, 1817)], of which it may possibly be the young 
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5. In the next year Herrmannsen (1846, Indicis Gen. Malacoz. Primordia 
1 : 38) designated Paludina porata Say as the type-species of Amnicola — 
giving Gould, 1841, as the original reference for the generic name. Herrmann- 
sen’s type-species, however, is taxonomically identifiable with Haldeman’s 
pre-1845 concept of Paludina lustrica Say. 

6. The genus Amnicola Gould & Haldeman since Herrmannsen, 1846, has 
been used invariably as though Paludina porata Say were its type-species. 
Morrison, 1947 (Nautilus 60 : 84-87) drew attention to Haldeman’s 1840 
designation of the type of the genus and expressed as his opinion that Marstoniop- 
sia Altena, 1936 (Basteria 1 : 68) was the valid generic name for Paludina 
porata Say. The genus Marstoniopsis was proposed for Hydrobia steinii 
von Martens (Arch. Naturgesch. 24 : 183), which is the type by original designa¬ 
tion (: 69). The oldest available name for this species is Hydrobia scholtzi 
Schmidt, 1856 (Z. wiss. Zool. 8 : 158). Baker, 1947 (Nautilus 60 : 105-106 
wrote that he preferred to replace Amnicola auctt. by Euamnicola Fischer & 
Crosse, 1891 (Mission sci. Mexique Amer. centr., Zool. (7)2 : 261). Euamnicola , 
however, was proposed expressly for “Amnicola sensu stricto ” and is therefore 
an objective synonym of the latter name, automatically taking the same type- 
species, and should not be used for the genus containing Paludina porata Say. 

7. The present usage of the generic name Amnicola would be validated by 
the suppression of the specific name Paludina lustrica Say. The generic name 
then would date from Gould & Haldeman, 1840 (without included species), 
Gould would be the first to have included species in the genus and Herrmann- 
sen’s type-designation would be valid. Paludina porata Say, 1821 (J. Acad, 
nat. Sci. Philad. 2 : 174) is considered at present to be a junior subjective 
synonym of Paludina limosa Say, 1817 (J. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1(6) : 125). 

8. Amnicola has been made the type-genus of a family amnicolidae, first 
published by Tryon, 1862 (Proc. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 14 : 452). This family 
name has been used very widely especially in the U.S.A., but probably is only 
valid as a subfamily of hydrobhdae Troschel, 1857, or truncatellidae 
G ray, 1840. 

9. The International Commission is therefore asked :— 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name lustrica Say, 

1821, as published in the binomen Paludina lustrica , for the purposes 

of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy ; 

(2) to place the following generic names on the Official List of Generic 

Names in Zoology :— 

(a) Amnicola Gould & Haldeman, 1840 (gender : feminine), type- 

species, by designation by Herrmannsen, 1846, Paludina porata 

Say, 1821 ; 

(b) Marstonia F. C. Baker, 1926 (gender : feminine), type-species, by 

original designation, Amnicola lustrica Pilsbry, 1890 ; 

(3) to place the following specific names on the Official List of Specific 

Names in Zoology:— 

(a) limosa Say, 1817, as published in the binomen Paludina limosa ; 

(b) lustrica Pilsbry, 1890, as published in the binomen Amnicola 

lustrica (type-species of Marstonia Baker, 1926); 
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(4) to place the generic name Euamnicola Fischer & Crosse, 1891 (a junior 

objective synonym of Amnicola Gould & Haldeman, 1840) on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology ; 

(5) to place the following specific names on the Official Index of Rejected 

and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology :— 

(a) lustrica Say, 1821, as published in the binomen Paludina 

lustrica (suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) above); 

(b) lacustris Pilsbry, 1891, as published in the binomen Amnicola 

lacustris (an erroneous spelling for, or a junior objective synonym 
of, Amnicola lustrica Pilsbry, 1890); 

(6) to place the family name amnicolidae Tryon, 1862 (type-genus 

Amnicola Gould & Haldeman, 1840) (for use by those zoologists 
who consider that Amnicola is not referable to any family-group 
taxon having an older name) on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology. 


